Was Michael Stone's cellmate bullied into getting a confession?
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The death of a prisoner who was used to get a confession from the
murderer of Lin and Megan Russell has led to a major inquiry into the
illegal use of informants in British Jails. The Government is accused
of trying to cover up the crisis, fearing collapse of criminal trials
based on prison informants` and potential appeals from others
convicted on their evidence.

Britain's independent surveillance watchdog has criticised the way
inmates are coerced into becoming informants – possibly illegally –
The Mail on Sunday has learned. The death of Paul Day, who was used
to gather evidence against Michael Stone for the hammer murder of Mrs
Russell and her six-year-old daughter in 1996, is among the cases
under the spotlight. Stone is serving life for the murders and
attempted murder of Megan's sister Josie, nine, in Kent.
Day, 31, was in a cell next to Stone and claimed Police and Prison
authorities ordered him to get a confession.
The Police allegedly wanted him to get confirmation of an earlier
testimony by another inmate, who said Stone had boasted of killing Lin
and Megan but Day, serving time for robbery was unmasked as an
informant and moved to another jail where he took his own life,
despite being on suicide watch.

An inquest found "systematic failures" contributed to his death. Day
had attempted suicide before and, on other occasions prison officers
had urged him to jump from a high gantry, the inquest was told. As a
know informant he was abused by fellow inmates. He was then sent from
his native South East to Frank land Prison, in Durham, believing he
was going to a witness protection unit – but no such unit existed. The
surveillance commissioner's report – which the Government refuses to
publish – warned the Prison Service and the Home Office could be
stripped of their powers to run secret surveillance operations.
A senior Prison Service source said it had been warned it was
"Operating in breach of the law". Home Office Minister Fiona
Mactaggart confirmed that "more robust procedures" for covert human
intelligence sources had been demanded, adding `an action plan is
being implemented`
Tory MP Henry Bellingham said it appeared that officials had been
"acting illegally" and urged the government to "come clean" and
publish the report.
