Update from the parents of Paul Day

October 2006

Dear all.

 

Some time ago Anne Owers Inspector of Prisons promised a thematic review into segregation units in the high security prison estate. We received a letter from Anne Owers yesterday making us aware that the review is complete and will be published on the 18th October this year. She wrote to us some two years ago suggesting that it was the findings from our sons inquest which had triggered this review.

 

Andy and I have fought for four years since Paul's death in Frankland Segregation unit, to expose what really happens in some of these units to the prisoners held in them.

 

Anne Owers recent letter states that "Our report does chronicle some improvements as a result of the new policies put in place since Paul's death, though it also points out what still needs to be done. Your persistence and the findings of the inquest into Paul's death, have helped in the progress that has been made". She further goes on to say that "In addition, we have concerns about segregation units outside the high security estate, and will be feeding those into a new Prison Service project to improve safety and health in those units too".

 

Some of you may remember the evidence at Paul's inquest when a prison officer , Andy Toppin, told of his colleagues encouraging Paul to jump from a 30 foot gantry to his death. That was in Wandsworth Prison which is a local prison. Andy and I have maintained all along that all segregation units need to be investigated due to the treatment of prisoners within them.

 

After several meetings with Peter Atherton (Deputy Director of the Prison Service), he has steadfastly refuted any of the evidence which came out of Paul's lengthy inquest. Evidence of staff abuse and psychological abuse of prisoners, including the treatment of our son.

 

We recently discovered that Atherton had been not once, but twice to Frankland segregation unit during Paul's incarceration there. His last visit was just six days before Paul's death. He must have been made aware of the conditions in that segregation unit in light of the many dirty protests which had taken place before and after Paul's arrival there. Also the many complaints which prisoners had made regarding staff abuse.  The fact that the investigating officers did not include Atherton's visits in the two very lengthy reports into his death, have prompted Andy and I to call for his resignation. We also discovered that on the last visit Atherton made to the segregation unit, Paul had a visit that very same day from a Solicitor from a Law firm in Newcastle. A fact that was also kept from the inquest enquiry. Paul was also apparently visited by someone from headquarters 5 days before he died. This person gave evidence at the inquest. None of the segregation unit log entries support the fact that this visit took place. All visits to segregation units must be logged in the daily log sheets.

 

We have a meeting with Gerry Sutcliffe (Prisons Minister) in November when we will be making a very strong argument for a public enquiry into the death of our son, in light of the with held evidence which we have found.

 

Lord Ramsbotham and our MP James Duddridge are kindly assisting us in this endeavour. They will meet with Gerry Sutcliffe just prior to our meeting with him. Lord Ramsbotham has assured us that he will be pressing for a public enquiry.

 

Both Andy and I are aware how difficult it is to get such an enquiry, but we can but do our best, and hopefully in doing so, improve the situation for all prisoners held in these prisons within prisons. 

  

Yours most sincerely,

Pauline & Andy Day
